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Storm Surprises Church 
Sistrunks Help Washington, IL Community Cope 
By Michael D. Mortensen g91 

Pastor Ken Sistrunk g87 will not soon 
forget Sunday; November 17, 2013. He was leading 

a congregational hymn at 11 a.m. when several 

members of his congregation signaled him to stop. 
He was notified that a severe storm was 

heading toward the town of Washington, IL., 
where he has pastored Calvary Evangelical Church 

the past five years. 

The church people were led into the 
basement where they resumed 
singing and praying. Ken then 
began his message from John 

8:12 about Jesus being the 

light of the world. Then the 
lights flickered and went out. 

'1t just sounded like a 
regular storm," said Joanne 
(Kingsbury

) g84, Ken's wife. 
Then they started getting bits 
and pieces of information 

that it was far worse than 
they thought. 

ineteen families from among the 138 

church members suffered damage to their homes. 
They have been displaced until the damages can 

be fixed or the houses rebuilt. One family lost 
three homes. One woman from this family had 
just moved into an assisted living facility. She 

could have been injured or killed at her previous 
residence. 

Amazingly, only one church building in the 
town of 15,000 residents was slightly damaged. 

The rest were untouched, probably saving many 

lives due to the time of the tornado. 
Since the storm, Ken's role as a pastor has 

taken on a new, very functional responsibility: 

scavenging parishioners' homes, as they need 
someone they can trust to recover heirlooms 

from the wreckage, and coordinating some of the 
relief efforts. 

'1t's emotional," Ken said after sifting 

through the rubble. "Just like with Job's one 
friend who listened, I 

think that is my role, 
because there are no 

answers for this, so I try to 
just keep my mouth shut." 

Ken wishes he 

had consulted with his 
leadership team ahead of 

time to prepare for these 

kinds of possibilities. He 
never expected a tornado 

in November, and the issue 
was never addressed. 

evertheless, he finds guidance in 

something he learned at FWBC long ago. "One of 
the things Dr. Wes said was the difference between 

an educated and uneducated man is the educated 
man can do what he has to do when he has to do 

it," Ken said. "This is how I am functioning now." 

Ken's hope is that the disaster will encourage 
unity in the congregations as they help one 

another. He asks for prayer that revival will come 
to his town. "It's not about stuff," he concluded. '1 

know God is in charge." 

Editor's Note: Pastor Ken, a former Christian Education major who became a pastor, said they do not need more 

supplies. Monetary donations are encouraged for Samaritan's Purse, Red Cross, and the Mennonite Disaster Service, 
which is set up in his church building. 
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Jessica (Hochstetler) g03 and Tom 
fs94 Dettmer adopted a baby boy 
who was born on July 31, 2013. His 
name is Isaiah Lewis. He weighed 5 
lb., 11 oz. and was 18 in. long.

Susan Hartman g03 is working 
at Kids Korner Quality Child Care 
and Learning Center as an assistant 
teacher in the three-and four-year-
olds’ class.

Faith (Pinnick) Riddle g03 and 
her daughter Elizabeth recently 
moved to Chandler, AZ. Faith is 
teaching at Southwest Elementary 
School. She recently got engaged 
and will be married soon.

Class of 2004 
10th @ FW Celebrates! 

Myric McBain g05 graduated from 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 
with a Master of Divinity degree on 
May 11, 2013. He is now a preaching-
elder at Millbrook Christian Fellowship 
(Congregationalist) in Grafton, NH.

Beth (Armstrong) g05 and Matt 
Overman, along with big brother 
Patrick, welcomed Charles “Charlie” 
Matthew on July 3, 2013. 

Dorothy (Bradley) g05 and James 
“Jim” Webb have been blessed with 
Adelaide “Addie” born on July 16, 
2013 weighing 7 lb., 5 oz. and was 
20.5 in. long. She joins their older 
daughter Margaret “Maggie,” 3.

Simon and Maria g06 Rawson 
announce the birth of Miriam Faith, 
born at home March 17, 2013. She 
weighed 7 lb., 8 oz. and was 18 
in. long. Her siblings are Grace, 4, 
Andrew, 3, and Emalee, 1. 

Kelly (Lash) g06 and Tony 
Schurger welcomed Levi William 
on July 24, 2013. He weighed 8 lb., 1 
oz. and was 20 in. long. He joins his 
older brother Jackson, 3.

Matt and Amy (Badowski) g07 
Boeke welcomed twins Amelia 
Katherine and Heather Laurea into 
their family on March 23, 2013. 
Amelia weighed 5 lb., 14 oz.; 
Heather weighed 6 lb., 2 oz.

Kristi Heitmeyer g07 is teaching 
Special Education for grades seven 
through twelve at Jac-Cen-Del Jr/Sr 
High School in Osgood, IN.

Lazarus Tatenobu [tah-teh-NO-
boo] joins his big brother Mordecai 
Kenshin [KEN-sheen] and parents 
April (Selander) g07 and Dusty 
Mack  g07 in Japan. Tatenobu 
means “shield of faith,” and Kenshin 
means “sword of truth.” Lazarus was 
born June 18, 2013. He weighed 
3,836 g (8 lb., 7.3 oz.) and was 52 
cm (20.5 in.) tall.

Becky Morris g07 recently received 
her Masters of Science degree in 
Human Resource Management from 
Indiana Wesleyan University. She is 
the assistant manager of Laser X in 
Fort Wayne.

Michael g07 and Jenn (Logue) 
g06 Sprunger left for Dakar 
Senegal in August for language 
study. They plan to minister to 
the Yalunka people of Mali, West 
Africa. They can be reached at 
michaelsprunger10@gmail.com.
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